
 

 

 

 

 

 

POSITION DESCRIPTION 

 

Position Laboratory Assistant  

Position Number 0882F01 Level/Classification HEW0303 

Reports to Cellular Biology Team Leader 

Unit College Technical Services 

Directorate College Professional Services 

Positions Supervised None 

 

Position Purpose 

 

A base level position that provides technical support within the College of SHEE in the 

discipline of Medical, Molecular and Forensic Sciences specifically in the area of cellular 

biology. The position involves cleaning and general maintenance of glassware, equipment and 

facilities, and assistance with preparation for nominated laboratory classes. 

 

About Murdoch University 

 

Murdoch University helps people discover how to make a difference, through education and 

research endeavour, and remains one of the most inclusive universities in the country, 

providing students with quality education and recognised academic standing within an 

engaging and caring environment. We are a university for all, irrespective of background and 

social standing with a focus on social equity, self-direction and freedom of thought and belief.  
 

With strong links to government, business and the community, Murdoch University helps 

people discover how to make a difference. We are a young, innovative and enterprising 

university with more than 23,000 students and 1,700 staff across Perth, Singapore and Dubai.  

We are committed to high quality education, innovative research, and strong community 

engagement both locally and internationally. 

Our Strategic Plan and Future Horizon 2017-2027 outlines an ambitious blueprint for 

development and growth, with a focus on one purpose: to be a creative force for current and 

future generations. 

 

We are clear about our two core goals: to educate free thinkers who thrive in society and are 

sought after by employers; and, to provide life changing solutions for the world’s big 

challenges through our outstanding translational research and innovative practice. 

 

About the Work Area 

The Cellular Biology technical group prepares and presents undergraduate and post-graduate 

laboratory classes in cellular, molecular, biochemical, microbiological and forensic based 

subjects.  The group also maintains equipment, teaching facilities and biological specimens 

for these subjects, and maintains PC2 accreditation for teaching preparation in the area. 

http://www.murdoch.edu.au/_document/About-us/strategic_plan_future_horizon_2017-2027.pdf
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Reporting Relationships 

 

 
 

Key Responsibilities/Duties 

 

1. Clean and store laboratory associated glassware and equipment within the team’s 

preparation area. 

2. Participate in the general maintenance of laboratory preparation areas, associated 

teaching laboratories, service facilities, and associated equipment, reagents and 

biologicals.  

3. Assist with setting up and subsequent cleaning of teaching laboratories for relevant 

laboratory sessions. 

4. Assist with preparation of laboratory equipment and requirements. 

5. Where possible and comensurate with skill and level of appointment undertake other 

duties as directed.  

 

 

Selection Criteria 

 

Essential  

 

1. Certificate III qualification in laboratory skills (or similar field) or have completed 

year 12 with relevant work experience in a laboratory environment. 

2. Be able to show an understanding of laboratory procedures, including safe handling 

of biohazards and chemicals. 

3. Ability to work well in a team environment, to follow direction given, show good 

communication skills and demonstrate a sound work ethic.  

4. Basic computer skills including email, Word and Excel. 

5. Demonstrated ability to prioritize workload to meet timelines. 

 

Desirable  

 

1. Experience in a similar position within a university or large organisation. 

2. Experience in microbiological, biochemical and/or chemical techniques.  
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Work Requirements 

 

1. Ability to work to a flexible hours agreement (Murdoch standard hours of work can 

include 6am starts and 8pm finishes as per current EBA conditions). 

2. Ability to work outside normal office hours when required. 

3. Comply with the requirements of OHS for the laboratory, including compliance with 

legislative authorities such as OGTR (Office of the Gene Technology Regulator) and 

AQIS (Australian Quarantine Inspection Service), during handling, disposal and 

storage of biologicals and chemicals.  

4. Comply with systems and processes that are in place for the appropriate storage, 

handling and disposal of biohazard materials, chemicals and reagents. 

5. Australian residency or possession of a valid visa with work entitlement in Australia. 

6. Be able to provide evidence of appropriate vaccination or immunity in accordance 

with the University’s Immunisation Policy. 

 

 

Guiding Principles and Values/Code of Ethics and Code of Conduct 

 

The founding principles upon which Murdoch University was established continue unabated 

today. We continue to be guided by the principles of: 

• Equity and Social Justice  

• Opportunity  

• Sustainability 

• Global Responsibility  

 

These Murdoch principles come to life through our culture as evidenced by being an institution 

where the following are clear: 

• Integrity  

• Respect and Diversity  

• Purpose  

• Excellence and Future-focus  

 

All staff will comply with the University’s Code of Ethics and Code of Conduct and demonstrate 

a commitment to its Equity, Diversity and Safety principles and the general capabilities of 

personal effectiveness, working collaboratively and demonstrating a focus on results.  

 

All Staff are to complete a Development Review Annually.  Details of the University policies 

on Development Review can be accessed here. A Commencing Development Review should 

be completed within 3 months of commencement. 

 

 

 

https://policy.murdoch.edu.au/dotNet/documents/?docid=855&mode=view

